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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID.JO 
SUB J : PL 480 WHEAT 

REF: AMMAN 4620 

1. WE ARE NOT IN POSITION TO MAKE SUBSTANTIVE REPLY 
TO PRIME MINISTER RIFATS LETTER TO AMBASSADOR RE PL 480 
AT THIS TIME. AMBASSADOR MAY ASSURE PM THAT USG 
APPRECIATES SERIOUSNESS OF IORDAN'S NEEDS AND IS GIVING 
MATTER MOST CAREFUL CONSIDERATION. OUR DESIRE TO HELP 
JORDAN HAS NEVER BEEN IN QUESTION. PROBLEM IS THAT 
COMMERCIAL DEMAND FOR WHEAT IN THIS COUNTRY AND BY 
BUYERS ABROAD IS AT AN ALL TIME HIGH WHILE STOCKS 
ARE AT THEIR LOWEST IN MANY YEARS. BECAUSE OF THIS, 
COMMITMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE TO COUNTRIES ALL AROUND 
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THE WORLD FOR PROVISION OF WHEAT UNDER PL 480 TITLE I 
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ARE NOW UNDER URGENT REVIEW. ROGERS 
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